The hydrothermal reaction of copper(II) dichloride (0.5 mmol) 1,10-phenanthroline (0.5 mmol) and N-benzenesulfonyl-L-glutamic acid (1 mmol) in an aqueous solution (12 mL) was carried out in a Teflon-lined stainless steel reactor. The mixture was heated at 165 °C for three days, and then slowly cooled down to room temperature. A dark green solution was formed. Dark green prismatic crystals of the title complex were grown from the solution by slow evaporation for about six days and isolated (yield 48 %).
nors from two bidentate phen ligands, forming two fivemembered chelated rings. The two rings are not in a good planarity with a dihedral angle of 48.1°. The four Cul-Ν bond lengths are in the range of 2.057(2) A -2.092(2) A with an average value of 2.0745 A, which are significantly longer than the averaged Cu(I)-Ν distances of Cu(phen>2 + subunits in other compounds: [Cu(phen)2][CIO4] (2.049 A) [2] , [Cu(phen)2]I (2.044 A) [6] , [Cu(phen)2][CuBr2] (2.039 A) [2] , The central Cu2 ion is twocoordinated by two chlorine atoms with Cu2-CI bond lengths are 2.0882(9) A and 2.0958(9) A, respectively, the angle of Cl-Cu-Cl is 178.75(3)°, which are close to those in the complex [Cu(II)(phen)2Cl][Cu(I)Cl2] [9] . In the arrangement of the unit cell, there exist orderly aromatic ring stacking interactions between phen ligands among the molecules of the complex. Six phen atoms (CI, C2, C3, C4, C12, Nl) form weak π-π stacking with other phen atoms (C7\ C8', C9', C10', CI Γ, N2') in aneighboring molecule with centroid distance of 3.785 A and dihedral angle of 3.7°. Such stacking expands along the c axis to form a one-dimensional chain structure. Hie AZ-benzenesulfonyl-L-glutamic acid obviously acts as reducing agent in the reduction of Cu(II)/Cu(I). The mechanistic details of the redox process are not completely clear. A similar phenomenon has been observed for the formation of Cu(II)(phen)2Cl · Cu(I)Cl 2 [10] . (9) 0.0008(6) 0.0107 (7) 0.0036 (6) (7) 0.0011(6) -0.0025 (6) 
